















I met the girl 
under full-bloomed cherry blossoms, 
and my fate has begun to change. 

2 


Naoshi Arakawa 




STORY & CHARACTERS 


Kaori Miyazono 


When his mother died in the 
autumn of his 12th year, piano 
prodigy Kosei Arima lost his 
ability to play. Without a purpose, 
his days lost all color and 
continued on in a drab monotone. 
But in the spring when he was 14. 
the boy met a girl. The cheerfully 
violent, ill-tempered, and 
exceptionally talented violinist 
Kaori Miyazono has started to 
change Kosei’s gray world. 


A violinist who is overwhelmingly 
unique. By winning the audience favorite 
award, she advanced to the second round 
of the music competition. She asked Kosei 
to accompany her on the piano. 


IT 

HAPPENS 
AUU THE 
TIME, 
RIGHT? 


...uove 
is so 

UNFAIR. 


Kosei Arima 


Ryota Watari 


-piano prodigy who lost his ability to 
/hen his mother died the autumn he 
1. His meeting with Kaori leads him 
e again dedicate himself to the world 


Captain of the soccer team and longtime 
friend of Kosei and Tsubaki. Girls love 
him, and he loves girls. People call him 
superficial, but sometimes he says things 
that are pretty deep. 


BUT ' 
DON'T 
BLAME ME 
11= EVERY¬ 
THING 
GOES 
WRONG. 


Kaori made it past the preliminary 
round of a music competition by winning the 
audience favorite award. Her next assigned piece 
was Saint-Saens’s “Introduction and Rondo 
Capriccioso,” and she ordered Kosei to be her 
accompanist. 

Kosei confessed that he had a fatal 
handicap: “When I concentrate on my perfor¬ 
mance, I stop hearing the sound of the piano.” 
But he was moved by Kaori’s tearful pleas and 
agreed to accompany her in the competition. 

The former prodigy has returned to the 
stage. What kind of music will he and this girl 
make together? 


Tsubaki 


THE FOIL: 
FRIEND 
A, HERE 
TO MAKE 
WATARI 
LOOK 
.GOOD. 


The school softball team’s power 
hitter. A longtime friend and 
next-door neighbor of Kosei, She 
believes that time has frozen for 
him, and she helps Kaori in an 
attempt to start it moving again. 
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Chapter 5: A Dark Ocean 


















Af rM po YOU 

'ALlMyi think he 

HAS MUSIC 

written 

ON HIS 

l T /p GLASSES 

hipe THe p 

BRUISES , y 

WHERE 

shb hits j ;! i i 
HIM. \\A* 


ARIMA 

WINS 

AGAIN. 


well, his 

MOTHER 
WAS 
TAUGHT 
BY HASHI- 
MOTO- 
SENSEI 
HIMSELF 


f I BET' 
HE 

PRAC¬ 

TICES 

FOR 

SEVEN 

OR 

EIGHT 

HOURS. 


poes 

HB 

bvbr 

HAVB 

FUNP 


NORMAU 
PERSON 
COULP 
NBVBR 
UVB LIKE 
THAT. 


THEY 

ALL 

TALK 

LIKE 

THEY 

KNOW. 


I'M THE 
ONLY ONE 
ON MY 
MOTHER'S 
SIDE. 
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LOOK 

AT 

Me. 


YOU'RE 
AUWAYS 
STUCK 
IN THAT 
FIVE-UINE 











HI 
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11 SHE'S 
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THROIN- 
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...LIKE 4k 
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ROLLER 
COAST- : )J v 
ER. 


...TO 

WHO- 

KNOW3- 




























...TO 


MAKE 


SOUND 
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Chapter 6: From Behind 
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...THE 

DE- 

TER- 

M/NA- 

T/ON 

IN 

YOUR 

EYES. 


\ SO 
XWHAT 


LOOK¬ 

ING 

FOR 

excus¬ 

es. 
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..AND 

DRAW 

IT 

OUT.' 
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-AND 

THE 

WHOLE 

HOUSE.. 


THEY'RE 
BOTH 
OUT OF 
CON- 
i TROL. 


LIKE \ 
THEY'RE 
DUKING 
/TOUT 



















































































































































YOUR LIE IN APRIL FEATURED MUSIC 


SAINT-SAENS’S INTRODUCTION 
AND RONDO CAPRICCIOSO 


Originally written for violin and orchestra, 
making it a violin concerto, this piece is eight 
to nine minutes long. It was dedicated to the 
great violinist and composer, Pablo de Sarasate 
(known for his “Zigeunerweisen”). 

A violinist can show off a wide range of tech¬ 
niques with this piece and express his or her 
feelings romantically to impress everyone in the 
audience with its glowing beauty. 

Even today, it is still one of Saint-Saens’s most 
popular pieces. 


Watch it on Youtube 

(Search for “Kodansha Your Lie in April featured music”) 












































AND 

IT 

WAS 

ALL 

MY 

FAULT 


THAT'S 

RIGHT/ 


DIDN'T 
MAKE 
IT TO 


IN THE 
MIDDLE 
OF THE 
PIECE. 


IT WAS 
OBVIOUS 
TO 

EVERYONE 
THAT WE 
WOULDN'T 
ADVANCE. 


THE 

WORST 

THING 

THAT 

COULD 














































































so 

WHAT 

DID 

YOU... 


...AND 
KAO-CHAN 
TALK 
ABOUT 
WHILE 
WE WERE 
LEAVING? 
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you 

usee? to 

JUMP OFF 


WHAT'S 
WRONG 
WITH 
r THAT? 


KOSEI 
UIK60 IT/ 
He WAS 1 
ALWAYS 
SMIL- 


wrong. 
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SOMETHING 
HAPPEN 
BETWEEN 
you ANP 
ABIMA- 


GOOP 
QUALITY 
IS THAT 
YOU'RE 
SO 

i HAPPY. 


...you 

HAVEN'T 



























UNUKE 


UNRE¬ 

LIABLE. 







































...PLBNT/ 

OF 

GOOD 

THINGS 

ABOUT 

/COSE/... 


InnoinI 


...OTHER 

THAN 

HIS 

PIANO 

PLAYING. 
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yes, THe 

PIANO IS 
A PART 
OF YOU. 
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...PAssep 
OUT AGAIN. 
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CAN 

you... 
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...BECAUSE 
I'M THE 
ONE WHO 
CAN PLAY 
THE PIANO. 


MIGHT 
GET TO 
SEE HER 
NAKEP 
AGAIN. 















...THEY PLAY 
AROUND 
LIKE THEY 
DID INHEN 
THEY WERE 
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AND IT'S 
SO CUTE 
HOW HE 
TRIES 
TO ACT 











































































- 174 - 
















iiliiiaiiii* 

aUBiliiHi 


Wssslm 

! j 

I 




















































ENTER 
A PIANO 
COMPE¬ 
TITION. 











































SOME¬ 
THING 
OR IVES 
US... 


EVERY¬ 
THING 
YOU SAY, 
EVERY¬ 
THING 
YOU DO... 




















































WHY ARE 

you 

ALWAYS 

POING 


CRAZY 

THINGS 















ALWAYS 
WANTEP 
TO TRY 
THAT/ 


EVERY¬ 
THING 
YOU SAY, 
EVERY¬ 
THING 
YOU 
DO-ALL 
OF IT... 


IT'S 

BUNDING 
TO ME. 

I HAVE 
TO 

CLOSE 











...OUR 

MUSIC 

REACHED 

THEM. 



















PO N'T TRY THIS AT 
HOME/ KIPS. 
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Translation Notes 


“Go on a journey page 23 

Mozart once said, “I assure you, without travel, at least for people from the arts 
and sciences, one is a miserable creature!” He also said, “A man of ordinary 
talent will always be ordinary, whether he travels or not; but a man of superior 
talent will go to pieces if he remains forever in the same place.” Either way, the 
idea is that if Kaori and Kosei are talented musicians, they must go on a journey 
or they will be miserable forever. And so, according to Kaori, Mozart is urging 
them from beyond the grave to stand on the stage as part of their journey. 

Dare You Bridge, page 120 

The name of the bridge is Doryo Bridge, which sounds very much like Dokyo 
Bridge. Dokyo means “bravery” or “grit.” It is usually translated to “guts,” 
and refers to a person’s ability to remain undaunted in the face of whatever 
challenge confronts them, such as jumping off a high bridge into a river. The 
translators chose to render the bridge’s nickname as “Dare You Bridge,” in the 
hopes that it would count as wordplay. 


Gakuran, page 122 

Here, Tsubaki is noticing the new school uniform Saito is sporting now that he’s 
moved on to high school. It’s called a gakuran, and is noted for its button-down 
jacket with a standing collar, a style that was originally imported from Europe. 
The gaku refers to school or learning, while the ran refers to Western culture or 
Western clothes, so together the name means “Western-style school clothes.” 
The school year starts in April, and it’s not quite May in the story, so it makes 
sense that she wouldn’t have seen him wearing his new uniform until now. 

Ken Ken Pa, page 175 

As the reader may have guessed from the pictures, Ken Ken Pa is a game 
very much like Hopscotch. It’s so much like Hopscotch, in fact, that the rules 
are almost exactly the same: first, draw circles on the ground as shown, then 
throw a rock into one of the circles. Hop across the circles, and when you get 
to the end, turn around and come back, picking up your rock on the way. One 
difference is the chanting of “ken” and “pa.” “Ken” is for when you land with 
one foot, and “pa” is for when you land with both (each in a different circle, of 
course). 


-197- 



“ENTER A PIANO COMPETITION!” STRUCK BY KAORI’S 
DESPERATE FEELINGS, KOSEI MAKES UP HIS MIND TO GO 
ON STAGE. YEARS WITHOUT PRACTICE, AN INABILITY TO 
HEAR THE NOTES, AND YET THE BOY FACES THE MUSIC IN 
EARNEST. WHAT SORT OF ANSWER WILL HE FIND...? 
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Homely and shy/ Rime's never understood why her 
mother gave her a name that means vv Princess." 
Meanwhile, Tango is a ballroom dance prodigy who 
keeps his gift a secret from his classmates. When 
fate brings these two together as partners/ they'll 
help each other overcome shame and insecurity/ 
on the dance floor/ 

( 4 ^. / Alo***! 










rhkSI 

WSISBm 


APPRBCIATB 
WBBP/CALLY 
HIGH BX- 
PBCTATIONS 
YOU HAP WHBN 
YOU NAMBP MB, 
MOTHBP. 



















SSI 




I WISH 
THAI? 

BEEN BORN 
LIKE HER. 


HAVE WE 
HERE? 


ARE JUST 
THE RIS-HT 
LENGTH. 




























































BALL. 


YOU 

KNOW. 


SOCIAL 

PANCINO. 


BALLROOM, 
AS LONG AS 
YOUR PARTNER 
KNOWS HOW 
TO LEAP, 


ANYONE 

CAN 

PANCE. 


YOU CAN 
NEVER 
VO IT 
ALONE. 


YOU HAVE 
TO HAVE A 
PARTNER. 








YOUR HEART 
WILL SOAR 
AS YOU LET A 
MAN LEAP YOU 
ACROSS THE 
PANCE FLOOR. 
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TOMARE! 


you're going the wrong way! 

Manga is a completely different type 
of reading experience. 

To start at the beginning. 

Go to the end! 

That’s right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese way— 
from right to left, exactly the opposite of how American books are 
read. It’s easy to follow: Just go to the other end of the book and read 
each page—and each panel—from right side to left side, starting at 
the top right. Now you’re experiencing manga as it was meant to be! 




